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OLD CAPITOL QUILTERS GUILD 

Monthly Meeting     May 9, 2016     7pm  

Modern Quilt Group  

Inspired by Fabric and Shapes  

At Mayôs guild meeting, the small group ñModern Quiltersò will present ñInspired by 

Fabrics and Shapesò - a two-year journey of quilting challenges. Join them as they share 

their adventures in quilting 12-inch projects as they establish their individual and group 

take on modern quilting. See photo below.  

Hostesses for May      Tracy Rew and Joyce Moore 
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Greetings! 

I work one day a week at Home Ec Workshop, a 

lovely little yarn and fabric store on Linn Street in 

Iowa City, but not much money goes home with me. 

Every time a customer buys this yarn or that fabric I 

think ñIôd better get some before it disappears!ò  

Iôve learned a lot at Home Ec, including how 

challenging it is to own a small business. When I 

worked at the University and needed a day off, 

someone could fill in for me. Not so with a small 

business. Even when sheôs not behind the counter, 

Home Ecôs owner, Codi, works on some aspect of 

the store every day of the week.  

Codiôs efforts to keep her shop afloat are typical of 

quilt shop owners everywhere. My freelance work 

enables me to talk with storeowners around the 

country and every interview (including one with 

Nancy Lackender of Inspirations in Hills), leaves me 

in awe of the ingenuity, passion, and hard work of 

quilt shop owners. Clearly, no one is in it for the 

moneyðowning a shop is a labor of love whose 

main rewards include relationships with customers 

who often become friends, and helping people 

engage in the joy of creativity. Iôd be a rich woman if 

I had a nickel for every time a shop owner tells me 

how they love ñthat light bulb momentò when a 

customer understands a technique they teach or 

proudly brings in their first, finished quilt top.  

Loving brick-and-mortar quilt shops doesnôt mean 

Iôve never ordered fabric online. But it does mean I 

understand the things these shops do that online 

businesses canôtðwhen someone needs red fabric to 

finish a project RIGHT NOW or doesnôt understand 

mitered corners or has had a rough day and just 

needs some color, texture, and a friendly greeting, 

quilt shops are there. But they wonôt be, they canôt 

be, if shoppers donôt support them. Iôve learned that 

small businesses operate on thin margins and that 

shop owners work so very hard to make every penny 

count. I cringe when someone comes into Home Ec 

and finds a book or fabric they love and then 

(sometimes right in front of me) orders it online. 

They may save a few pennies, it will ultimately cost 

them their local shop. Weôre so fortunate to have 

several great shops in our region. I hope youôll do 

your part to keep them vibrant.  

Cheers, 

Linzee 
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